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Washington State Court Rules: Rules of
Professional Conduct

Title 7 Information About Legal Services

RULE 7.1 COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING A LAW-
YER’S SERVICES

A lawyer shall not make a false or misleading communication
about the lawyer or the lawyer’s services. A communication is false or
misleading if it:

(a) Contains a material misrepresentation of fact or law, or omits a fact
necessary to make the statement considered as a whole not materi-
ally misleading;

(b) Is likely to create an unjustified expectation about results the law-
yer can achieve, or states or implies that the lawyer can achieve re-
sults by means that violate the Rules of Professional Conduct or
other law; or

(c) Compares the lawyer’s services with other lawyers’ services, unless
the comparison can be factually substantiated.

( Effective September 1, 1985. )
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RULE 7.2 ADVERTISING

(a) Subject to the requirements of rules 7.1 and 7.3, a lawyer may ad-
vertise services through public media, such as a telephone direc-
tory, legal directory, newspaper or other periodical, outdoor, radio
or television, or through written communication.

(b) A copy or recording of an advertisement or written communication
shall be kept by the lawyer for 2 years after its last dissemination
along with a record of when and where it was used. Upon written
request by the State Bar, either instigated by the State Bar or as the
result of any inquiry from the public, the lawyer shall make any
such copy or recording available to the State Bar, and shall provide
to the State Bar evidence of any relevant professional qualifica-
tions and of the facts upon which any factual or objective claims
contained in the advertisement or communication are based. The
State Bar Association may provide the lawyer’s response to any
person making inquiry.

(c) A lawyer shall not give anything of value to a person for recom-
mending the lawyer’s services, except that a lawyer may pay the
reasonable cost of advertising or written communication permitted
by this rule and may pay the usual charges of a not-for-profit law-
yer referral service or other legal service organization.

(d) Any communication made pursuant to this rule shall include the
name of at least one lawyer responsible for its content.

( Effective September 1, 1985; amended effective September 1,

1988. )

17



HEVHEEREE (=)

FAT73 REBAENZAAZHER

() RED NSRS OVER K - D EIEZERAENEEE
=ABE 2SN - DI EE B2 A B ELEA (RN B EE I
8 BB ESEAZEZIIEETRIR °

(b) REDNNIS RIBENESTRE R ZEIL » EBHXNEENE
SEAEREREBRENRFIFG ZFK - MIFEREMEEN
2B RAEFHEEENMZIBEZEFTEAZITR -

(1985 F 9B 1 B4 ; 1988 F 9 5 1 BIZETER )

TR 74 AT K E B R

RENY S EBREMMU RSN NS 2T EEERH
FLEZEE - BRIUTIBERZIN  REINEERNEB
HRZEMPFRPIRR
(@) RENARRIERDBREBEFNEBFZTERBP > KSR

TRAEEN, NEBHNTIFAS LR/IERLIBIERE -

(b) L AFASEMREEFZRSET ~ IR - BHEESEBENH =69
RE N RBMPABZ "THREBOL ~ TEXHNL ~ TR
FIBY L 055 @ SRHE MR B ISt HiRENE AR E A

18



FERMRMNREMEEE TR (5#E8%)

RULE 7.3 DIRECT CONTACT WITH PROSPECTIVE CLI-
ENTS

(a) A lawyer shall not directly or through a third person solicit profes-
sional employment from a prospective client with whom the law-
yer has no family or prior professional relationship in person or by
telephone, when a significant motive for the lawyer’s doing so is
the lawyer’s pecuniary gain.

(b) A lawyer shall not send a written communication to a prospective
client for the purpose of obtaining professional employment if the
person has made known to the lawyer a desire not to receive com-
munications from the lawyer.

( Effective September 1, 1985; amended effective September 1,

1988. )

RULE 7.4 COMMUNICATION OF FIELDS OF PRACTICE

A lawyer may communicate the fact that the lawyer does or does
not practice in particular fields of law. A lawyer shall not state or imply
that the lawyer is a specialist except as follows:

(a) A lawyer admitted to engage in patent practice before the United
States Patent and Trademark Office may use the designation “pat-
ent attorney”  or a substantially similar designation.

(b) Upon issuance of an identifying certificate, award, or recognition
by a group, organization, or association, a lawyer may use the ter-

ms “certified” , “specialist” , “expert’ , or any other similar
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term to describe his or her qualifications as a lawyer or his or her
qualifications in any subspecialty of the law. If the terms are used
to identify any certificate, award, or recognition by any group, or-
ganization, or association, the reference must meet the following
requirements: (1) the reference must be truthful and verifiable and
may not be misleading in violation of rule 7.1; (2) the reference
must identify the certifying group, organization, or association; and
(3) the reference must state that the Supreme Court of Washington
does not recognize certification of specialties in the practice of law
and that the certificate, award, or recognition is not a requirement
to practice law in the state of Washington.

( Effective September 1, 1985; amended effective September 18,

1992.)

RULE 7.5 FIRM NAMES AND DESIGNATIONS

(a) A lawyer shall not use a firm name, letterhead or other professional

designation that violates Rule 7.1 or Rule 7.4. A trade name may
be used by a lawyer in private practice if it does not imply a con-
nection with a government agency or charitable legal services or-
ganization and is not otherwise in violation of Rule 7.1 or rule 7.4.

(b) A law firm with offices in more than one jurisdiction may use the

same name in each jurisdiction, but identification of the lawyers in
an office of the firm shall indicate the jurisdictional limitations on
those not licensed to practice in the jurisdiction where the office is

located.

(¢) The name of a lawyer holding a public office shall not be used in
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the name of a law firm, or in communications on its behalf, during
any substantial period in which the lawyer is not actively and regu-
larly practicing with the firm.

(d) Lawyers may state or imply that they practice in a partnership or
other organization only when that is a fact. Lawyers practicing out
of the same office who are not partners, shareholders of a profes-
sional corporation, or members of a professional limited liability
company may not join their names together. Lawyers who are not
(1) partners, shareholders of a professional corporation, or memb-
ers of a professional limited liabiity company, or (2) employees of
a sole proprietorship, partnership, professional corporation, or
members of a professional limited liability company or other or-
ganization, or (3) in the relationship of being “Of Counsel” to a
sole proprietorship, partnership, professional corporation, or mem-
bers of a professional limited liability company or other organiz-
ation, shall have separate letterheads, cards and pleading paper, and
shall sign their names individually at the end of all pleadings and
correspondence and not in conjunction with the names of other
lawyers.

( Effective September 1, 1985; amended effective September 1, 1988;

September 1, 1990; September 1, 1996; September 1, 1998. )
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