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RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
(New JerseyState)

Adopted Effective September 10, 1984
Includes amendments through those effective September 1, 2004

RPC 7.1. Communications Concerning a Lawyer’s Service

(a) A lawyer shall not make false or misleading communications about
the lawyer, the lawyer's services, or any matter in which the lawyer
has or seeks a professional involvement. A communication is false
or misleading if it:

(1) contains a material misrepresentation of fact or law, or omits a
fact necessary to make the statement considered as a whole not
materially misleading;

(2) is likely to create an unjustified expectation about results the
lawyer can achieve, or states or implies that the lawyer can
achieve results by means that violate the Rules of Professional
Conduct or other law;

(3) compares the lawyer’s services with other lawyers’ services; or

(4) relates to legal fees other than:

(1) a statement of the fee for an initial consultation;

(i1) a statement of the fixed or contingent fee charged for a spe-
cific legal service, the description of which would not be
misunderstood or be deceptive;

(i) a statement of the range of fees for specifically described
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legal services, provided there is a reasonable disclosure of
all relevant variables and considerations so that the stat-
ement would not be misunderstood or be deceptive;

(iv) a statement of specified hourly rates, provided the statement
makes clear that the total charge will vary according to the
number of hours devoted to the matter, and in relation to the
varying hourly rates charged for the services of different in-
dividuals who may be assigned to the matter;

(v) the availability of credit arrangements; and

(vi) a statement of the fees charged by a qualified legal assi-
stance organization in which the lawyer participates for spe-
cific legal services the description of which would not be
misunderstood or be deceptive

(b) It shall be unethical for a lawyer to use an advertisement or other

related communication known to have been disapproved by the
Committee on Attorney Advertising, or one substantially the same
as the one disapproved, until or unless modified or reversed by the
Advertising Committee or as provided by Rule 1:19-3(d).

Note: Adopted July 12, 1984, to be effective September 10, 1984,
new paragraph (b) added June 26, 1987, to be effective
July 1, 1987; paragraph (a) amended June 29, 1990, to be
effective September 4, 1990.

RPC 7.2. Advertising

(a) Subject to the requirements of RPC 7.1, a lawyer may advertise
services through public media, such as a telephone directory, legal
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directory, newspaper or other periodical, radio or television, inter-
net or other electronic media, or through mailed written communi-
cation. All advertisements shall be predominantly informational.
No drawings, animations, dramatizations, music, or lyrics shall be
used in connection with televised advertising. No advertisement
shall rely in any way on techniques to obtain attention that depend
upon absurdity and that demonstrate a clear and intentional lack of
relevance to the selection of counsel; included in this category are
all advertisements that contain any extreme portrayal of counsel
exhibiting characteristics clearly unrelated to legal competence.

(b) A copy or recording of an advertisement or written communication
shall be kept for three years after its dissemination along with a re-
cord of when and where it was used.

(c) A lawyer shall not give anything of value to a person for recom-
mending the lawyer’s services, except that: (1) a lawyer may pay
the reasonable cost of advertising or written communication per-
mitted by this Rule; (2) a lawyer may pay the reasonable cost of ad-
vertising, written communication or other notification required in
connection with the sale of a law practice as permitted by RPC
1.17; and (3) a lawyer may pay the usual charges of a not-for-profit
lawyer referral service or other legal service organization.

Note: Adopted July 12, 1984, to be effective September 10, 1984,
paragraph (a) amended December 10, 1986, to be effective
December 10, 1986; paragraph (c) amended October 16,
1992, to be effective immediately; paragraph (a) amended
November 17, 2003 to be effective January 1, 2004.
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RPC 7.3. Personal Contact with Prospective Clients

(a) A lawyer may initiate personal contact with a prospective client for
the purpose of obtaining professional employment, subject to the
requirements of paragraph (b).

(b) A lawyer shall not contact, or send a written communication to, a
prospective client for the purpose of obtaining professional em-
ployment if:

(1) the lawyer knows or reasonably should know that the physical,
emotional or mental state of the person is such that the person
could not exercise reasonable judgment in employing a lawyer;
or

(2) the person has made known to the lawyer a desire not to receive
communications from the lawyer; or

(3) the communication involves coercion, duress or harassment; or

(4) the communication involves unsolicited direct contact with a
prospective client within thirty days after a specific mass-disas-
ter event, when such contact concerns potential compensation
arising from the event; or

(5) the communication involves unsolicited direct contact with a
prospective client concerning a specific event not covered by
section (4) of this Rule when such contact has pecuniary gain as
a significant motive except that a lawyer may send a letter by
mail to a prospective client in such circumstances provided the
letter:

(i) bears the word “ADVERTISEMENT” prominently dis-
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played in capital letters at the top of the first page of text; and

(i1) contains the following notice at the bottom of the last page
oftext: “Before making your choice of attorney, you shoul-
d give this matter careful thought. The selection of an attor-
ney is an important decision.” ; and

(i) contains an additional notice also at the bottom of the last
page of text that the recipient may;, if the letter is inaccurate
or misleading, report same to the Committee on Attorney
Advertising, Hughes Justice Complex, P.O. Box 037, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625.

(¢) A lawyer shall not knowingly assist an organization that furnishes
or pays for legal services to others to promote the use of the law-
yer’s services or those of the lawyer’s partner, or associate, or any
other lawyer affiliated with the lawyer or the lawyer’s firm, as a pri-
vate practitioner, if:

(1) the promotional activity involves use of a statement or claim
that is false or misleading within the meaning of RPC 7.1; or
(2) the promotional activity involves the use of coercion, duress,

compulsion, intimidation, threats, unwarranted promises of
benefits, overreaching, or vexatious or harassing conduct.

(d) A lawyer shall not compensate or give anything of value to a per-
son or organization to recommend or secure the lawyer’s employ-
ment by a client, or as a reward for having made a recommendation
resulting in the lawyer’'s employment by a client except that the
lawyer may pay for public communications permitted by RPC 7.1
and the usual and reasonable fees or dues charged by a lawyer re-

ferral service operated, sponsored, or approved by a bar associ-
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ation.

(e) A lawyer shall not knowingly assist a person or organization that
furnishes or pays for legal services to others to promote the use of
the lawyer’s services or those of the lawyer’s partner or associate or
any other lawyer affiliated with the lawyer or the lawyer’s firm ex-
cept as permitted by RPC 7.1. However, this does not prohibit a
lawyer or the lawyer’s partner or associate or any other lawyer af-
filiated with the lawyer or the lawyer’s firm from being recommen-
ded, employed or paid by or cooperating with one of the following
offices or organizations that promote the use of the lawyer’s servi-
ces or those of the lawyer’s partner or associate or any other lawyer
affiliated with the lawyer or the lawyer’s firm if there is no interfer-
ence with the exercise of independent professional judgment in be-
half of the lawyer’s client:

(1) a legal aid office or public defender office:
(i) operated or sponsored by a duly accredited law school.
(i1) operated or sponsored by a bona fide nonprofit community

organization.

(iii) operated or sponsored by a governmental agency.
(iv) operated, sponsored, or approved by a bar association.

(2) a military legal assistance office.

(3) a lawyer referral service operated, sponsored, or approved by a
bar association.

(4) any bona fide organization that recommends, furnishes or pays
for legal services to its members or beneficiaries provided the
following conditions are satisfied:

(i) such organization, including any affiliate, is so organized
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and operated that no profit is derived by it from the furnish-
ing, recommending or rendition of legal services by lawyers
and that, if the organization is organized for profit, the legal
services are not rendered by lawyers employed, directed,
supervised or selected by it except in connection with mat-
ters when such organization bears ultimate liability of its
member or beneficiary.

(i1) neither the lawyer, nor the lawyer’s partner or associate or
any other lawyer or nonlawyer affiliated with the lawyer or
the lawyer’s firm directly or indirectly who have initiated or
promoted such organization shall have received any finan-
cial or other benefit from such initiation or promotion.

(i) such organization is not operated for the purpose of procur-
ing legal work or financial benefit for any lawyer as a private
practitioner outside of the legal services program of the or-
ganization.

(iv) the member or beneficiary to whom the legal services are
furnished, and not such organization, is recognized as the
client of the lawyer in the matter.

(v) any member or beneficiary who is entitled to have legal ser-
vices furnished or paid for by the organization may, if such
member or beneficiary so desires, and at the member or
beneficiary’s own expense except where the organization’s
plan provides for assuming such expense, select counsel
other than that furnished, selected or approved by the organ-
ization for the particular matter involved. Nothing contained

herein, or in the plan of any organization that furnishes or
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pays for legal services pursuant to this section, shall be con-
strued to abrogate the obligations and responsibilities of a
lawyer to the lawyer’s client as set forth in these Rules.

(vi) the lawyer does not know or have cause to know that such
organization is in violation of applicable laws, rules of court
and other legal requirements that govern its legal service op-
erations.

(vii)such organization has first filed with the Supreme Court and
at least annually thereafter on the appropriate form pre-
scribed by the Court a report with respect to its legal service
plan. Upon such filing, a registration number will be issued
and should be used by the operators of the plan on all corre-
spondence and publications pertaining to the plan thereafter.
Such organization shall furnish any additional information
requested by the Supreme Court.

(f) A lawyer shall not accept employment when the lawyer knows or
it is obvious that the person who seeks the lawyer’s services does
so as a result of conduct prohibited under this Rule.

Note: Adopted July 12, 1984, to be effective September 10, 1984,
paragraph (b) (4) amended June 29, 1990, to be effective
September 4, 1990; new paragraph (b) (4) adopted and for-
mer paragraph (b) (4) redesignated and amended as para-
graph (b) 5) April 28, 1997, to be effective May 5, 1997;
paragraph (b) (5) amended November 17, 2003 to be effec-
tive January 1, 2004.
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RPC 7.4. Communication of Fields of Practice and Certification

(a) A lawyer may communicate the fact that the lawyer does or does
not practice in particular fields of law. A lawyer may not, however,
state or imply that the lawyer has been recognized or certified as a
specialist in a particular field of law except as provided in para-
graphs (b), (¢), and (d) of this Rule.

(b) A lawyer admitted to engage in patent practice before the United
States Patent and Trademark Office may use the designation “Pat-
ent Attorney” or a substantially similar designation.

(c) A lawyer engaged in admiralty practice may use the designation

“Admiralty,”  “Proctor in Admiralty,” or a substantially similar
designation.

(d) A lawyer may communicate that the lawyer has been certified as a
specialist or certified in a field of practice only when the communi-
cation is not false or misleading, states the name of the certifying
organization, and states that the certification has been granted by
the Supreme Court of New Jersey or by an organization that has
been approved by the American Bar Association. If the certifica-
tion has been granted by an organization that has not been approv-
ed, or has been denied approval, by the Supreme Court of New Jer-
sey or the American Bar Association, the absence or denial of such
approval shall be clearly identified in each such communication by
the lawyer.

Note: Adopted July 12, 1984, to be effective September 10, 1984,

former rule amended and designated paragraph (a) and
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new paragraph (b) adopted July 15, 1993, to be effective
September 1, 1993; paragraph (a) amended, paragraph (b)
redesignated as paragraph (d), and new paragraphs (b)
and (c) adopted November 17, 2003 to be effective January
1, 2004.

RPC 7.5. Firm Names and Letterheads

(a) A lawyer shall not use a firm name, letterhead, or other profes-
sional designation that violates RPC 7.1. Except for organizations
referred to in R. 1:21-1(d), the name under which a lawyer or law
firm practices shall include the full or last names of one or more of
the lawyers in the firm or office or the names of a person or persons
who have ceased to be associated with the firm through death or
retirement.

(b) A law firm with offices in more than one jurisdiction may use the
same name in each jurisdiction. In New Jersey, identification of all
lawyers of the firm, in advertisements, on letterheads or anywhere
else that the firm name is used, shall indicate the jurisdictional limi-
tations on those not licensed to practice in New Jersey. Where the
name of an attorney not licensed to practice in this State is used in
a firm name, any advertisement, letterhead or other communication
containing the firm name must include the name of at least one li-
censed New Jersey attorney who is responsible for the firm’s New
Jersey practice or the local office thereof.

(¢) A firm name shall not contain the name of any person not actively

associated with the firm as an attorney, other than that of a person
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or persons who have ceased to be associated with the firm through
death or retirement.

(d) Lawyers may state or imply that they practice in a partnership only
if the persons designated in the firm name and the principal mem-
bers of the firm share in the responsibility and liability for the firm’s
performance of legal services.

(e) A law firm name may include additional identifying language such
as “& Associates” only when such language is accurate and de-
scriptive of the firm. Any firm name including additional identify-
ing language such as “Legal Services” or other similar phrases
shall inform all prospective clients in the retainer agreement or
other writing that the law firm is not affiliated or associated with a
public, quasi-public or charitable organization. However, no firm
shall use the phrase “legal aid” in its name or in any additional
identifying language.

(f) In any case in which an organization practices under a trade name
as permitted by paragraph (a) above, the name or names of one or
more of its principally responsible attorneys, licensed to practice in
this State, shall be displayed on all letterheads, signs, advertise-
ments and cards or other places where the trade name is used.

Note: Adopted July 12, 1984, to be effective September 10, 1984;

paragraphs (a) and (d) amended, paragraph (e) amended
and redesignated as paragraph (f) and new paragraph (e)
added June 29, 1990, to be effective September 4, 1990.
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