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COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) No 2092/91 of
24 June 1991

on organic production of agricultural products and indica-
tions referring thereto on agricultural products and fo-
odstuffs (OJ L 198, 22.7.1991, p. 1)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community, and in particular Article 43 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Com-
mittee (3),

Whereas demand from consumers for organically produced agri-
cultural products and foodstuffs is increasing; whereas a new market
for agricultural products is thus being created by this phenomenon;

Whereas the market price for such products is higher, while the
way in which they are produced involves less intensive use of land;
whereas, therefore, in the context of the reorientation of the common
agricultural policy, this type of production may contribute towards the
attainment of a better balance between supply of, and demand for, ag-
ricultural products, the protection of the environment and the conser-

vation of the countryside;
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Whereas, in response to the rising demand, agricultural products
and foodstuffs are being placed on the market with indications stating
or implying to purchasers that they have been produced organically or
without the use of synthetic chemicals;

Whereas some Member States have already adopted rules and in-
spection arrangements for the use of such indications;

Whereas a framework of Community rules on production, label-
ling and inspection will enable organic farming to be protected in so
far as it will ensure conditions of fair competition between the produ-
cers of products bearing such indications and give the market for or-
ganic products a more distinctive profile by ensuring transparency at
all stages of production and processing, thereby improving the credi-
bility of such products in the eyes of consumers;

Whereas organic production methods constitute a specific form
of production at farm level; whereas, consequently, it should be pro-
vided that, on the labelling of processed products, indications referring
to organic production methods should relate to the ingredients obtain-
ed by such methods;

Whereas, for the implementation of the arrangements concerned,
provision should be made for flexible procedures whereby certain
technical details or measures may be amended, amplified or further de-
fined in order to take account of experience gained; whereas, within a
suitable period, this Regulation will be supplemented by equivalent ru-
les covering livestock production;

Whereas, in the interests of the producers and purchasers of pro-
ducts bearing indications referring to organic production methods, the

minimum principles which must be complied with in order for pro-
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ducts to be presented with such indications should be laid down;

Whereas organic production methods entail significant restric-
tions on the use of fertilizers and pesticides which may have detrimen-
tal effects on the environment or result in the presence of residues in
agricultural produce; whereas, in this context, practices accepted in the
Community——

(1) OJNo C4,9. 1. 1990, p. 4; and

OJNo C 101, 18. 4. 1991, p. 13.
(2) OJ No C 106, 22. 4. 1991, p. 27.
(3) OJ No C 182, 23.7.1990, p. 12.

when this Regulation is adopted must be complied with in ac-
cordance with codes of practice followed in the Community when this
Regulation is adopted; whereas, moreover, in the future, the principles
governing the authorization of products which may be used in this type
of farming must be established;

Whereas, moreover, organic farming involves varied cultivation
practices and limited use of non-synthetic fertilizers and conditioners
of low solubility; whereas these practices should be specified and con-
ditions for the use of certain non-synthetic products laid down;

Whereas the procedures laid down make possible, if this appears
necessary, the addition to Annex I of more specific provisions aimed
at avoiding the presence of certain residues of synthetic chemicals
from sources other than agriculture (environmental contamination) in

the products obtained by such production methods;
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Whereas, to ensure compliance with the rules on production, all
stages of production and marketing should normally be subject to in-
spection;

Whereas all operators producing, preparing, importing or ma-
rketing products bearing indications referring to organic production
methods must be subject to a regular inspection system, meeting mini-
mum

Community requirements and carried out by designated inspec-
tion authorities and/or by approved and supervised bodies; whereas
provision should be made for a Community indication of inspection to
appear on the labelling of the products concerned,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Labelling
Atrticle 5

1. The labelling and advertising of a product specified in Article 1 (1)

(a) may refer to organic production methods only where:

(a) such indications show clearly that they relate to a method of ag-
ricultural production;

(b)the product was produced in accordance with the rules laid
down in M10 Article 6. or imported from a third country under
the arrangements laid down in Article 11;

(c)the product was produced or imported by an operator who is
subject to the inspection measures laid down in Articles 8 and 9;
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(d)in the case of products prepared after 1 January 1997, the label-
ling refers to the name and/or the code number of the inspection
authority or body to which the operator is subject. Member Sta-
tes shall decide whether to require a reference to the name and/
or to the code number and shall notify the Commission accord-

ingly.

MI10

3. The labelling and advertising of a product specified in Article 1
(1) (b) may bear indications referring to organic production me-
thods in the sales description of the product only where:

(a)at least 95 % of the ingredients of agricultural origin of the prod-
uct are, or are derived from, products obtained in accordance
with the rules laid down in Article 6 or imported from third
countries under the arrangements laid down in Article 11;

(b)all the other ingredients of agricultural origin of the product are
included in Annex VI, Section C or have been provisionally
authorized by a Member State in accordance with any imple-
menting measures adopted where appropriate pursuant to para-
graph 7;

(¢)the product contains only substances listed in Annex VI, Section
A, as ingredients of non-agriculural origin;

(d)the products or its ingredients of agricultural origin, referred to
in subparagraph (a), have not been subjected to treatments in-
volving the use of substances not listed in Annex VI, Section B;

(e)the product or its ingredients have not been subjected to treat-
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ments involving the use of ionizing radiation;
(f) the product has been prepared or imported by an operator who
is subject to the inspection measures laid down in Articles 8 and
9;
(g)in the case of products prepared after 1 January 1997, the label-
ling refers to the name and/or the code number of the inspection
authority or body to which the operator who has carried out the
most recent preparation operation is subject. Member States
shall decide whether to require a reference to the name and/or to
the code number and shall notify the Commission accordingly.
The indications referring to organic production methods must
make it clear that they relate to a method of agricultural production and
must be accompanied by a reference to the ingredients of agricultural
origin concerned, unless such reference is clearly given in the list of

ingredients;
MI15

(h)the product has been produced without the use of genetically
modified organisms and/or any products derived from such or-
ganisms.

3a. A2 By way of derogation from paragraphs 1 to 3, trade marks
which bear an indication referred to in Article 2 may continue to be
used until 1 July 2006 in the labelling and advertising of products
which do not comply with this Regulation provided that:

— registration of the trade mark was applied for before 22 July
1991 - unless the second subparagraph below applies - and is in
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conformity with the First Council Directive 89/104/EEC of 21
December 1988 to approximate the laws of the Member States
relating to trade marks (1), and
— the trade mark is already reproduced with a clear, prominent,
and easily readable indication that the products are not produced
according to the organic production method as prescribed in this
Regulation.
The date of application referred to in the first indent of the first sub-
paragraph is, for Finland, Austria, and Sweden, 1 January 1995 and,
for the Czech Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary,
Malta, Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia, 1 May 2004.

MI10

4. Ingredients of agricultural origin may be included in Annex VI,
Section C only where it has been shown that such ingredients are
of agricultural origin and are not produced in sufficient quantity in
the Community in accordance with the rules laid down in Article 6,
or- (1) OJ L 40, 11.2.1989, p. 1. Directive as amended by Decision
92/10/EEC (OJL 6, 11.1.1992, p. 35).;

M10

cannot be imported from third countries in accordance with the

rules laid down in Article 11.
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M15

5. Crop products labelled or advertised in accordance with paragraphs
1 or 3 may bear indications referring to conversion to the organic

production method, provided that:
M10

(a) the requirements referred to in paragraph 1 or paragraph 3 respec-
tively are fully satisfied, with the exception of that concerning the
length of the conversion period referred to in paragraph 1 of Annex
L

(b) a conversion period of at least 12 months before the harvest has
been complied with;

(¢) such indications do not mislead the purchaser of the product regar-
ding its difference from products which satisfy all the requirements
of paragraphs 1 or 3. After 1 January 1996, such indications must
take the form of the words ‘product under conversion to organic
farming’ , and must appear in a colour, size and style of lettering
which is not more prominent than the sales description of the prod-
uct; in this indication the words ‘organic farming’ shall not be
more prominent than the words ‘product under conversion to’ ;

M15
(d) the product contains only one crop ingredient of agricultural origin;
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M10

(e) for products prepared after 1 January 1997, the labelling refers to
the name and/or the code number of the inspection authority or
body to which the operator who has carried out the most recent pro-
duction or preparation operation is subject. Member States shall
decide whether to require a reference to the name and/or to the code

number and shall notify the Commission accordingly;
M15

(f) the product has been produced without the use of genetically modi-
fied organisms and/or any products derived from such organisms.

M10

5a. Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraph 3, the labelling

and advertising of a product as referred to in Article 1 (1) (b) may

only bear indications referring to organic production methods where:

(a)at least 70 % of the ingredients of agricultural origin are, or are

derived from, products obtained in accordance with the rules

laid down in Article 6 or imported from third countries under the
arrangements laid down in Article 11;

(b)all the other ingredients of agricultural origin of the product are

included in Annex VI, Section C or have been provisionally

authorized by a Member State in accordance with any imple-
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mentation measures adopted where appropriate pursuant to
paragraph 7;

(c)the indications referring to organic production methods appear
in the list of ingredients and only in clear relation to those in-
gredients obtained according to the rules laid down in Article 6
or imported from third countries under the arrangements laid
down in Article 11; they appear in the same colour and with an
identical size and style of lettering as the other indications in the
list of ingredients. Such indications must also appear in a separ-
ate statement set in the same visual field as the sales description
and indicating the percentage of the ingredients of agricultural
origin or derived therefrom which were obtained in accordance
with the rules laid down in Article 6 or were imported from third
countries under the arrangements laid down in Article 11. The
statement may not appear in a colour, size and style of lettering
which is more prominent than the sales description of the prod-
uct. The statement shall be in the following form: ‘X % of the
agricultural ingredients were produced in accordance with the

rules of organic production’ ;
M10

(d)the product contains only substances listed in Annex VI, Section
A as ingredients of non-agricultural origin;

(e)the product or its ingredients of agricultural origin referred to in
subparagraph (a) have not been subjected to treatments involv-

ing the use of substances not listed in Annex VI, Section
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B;

(f) the product or its ingredients have not been subjected to treat-
ments involving the use of ionizing radiation;

(g)the product has been prepared or imported by an operator who
is subject to the inspection measures laid down in Articles 8 and
9;

(h)for products prepared after 1 January 1997, the labelling refers
to the name and/or the code number of the inspection authority
or inspecting body to which the operator who has carried out the
most recent production or preparation operation is subject.
Member States shall decide whether to require a reference to the
name and/or to the code number and/or shall notify the Com-

mission accordingly;

M15

(1) the product has been produced without the use of genetically
modified organisms and/or any products derived from such or-

ganisms.

M10

6. During a transitional period expiring on 31 December 1997, the
labelling and advertising of a product as referred to in Article 1 (1)
(b) prepared partly from ingredients not satisfying the requirements
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in paragraph 3 (a) may refer to organic production methods pro-
vided that:
(a)at least 50 % of the ingredients of agricultural origin satisfy the

requirements referred to in paragraph 3 (a);

(b)the product satisfies the requirements referred to in paragraph 3

(c), (d), (e) and ();

(c)the indications referring to organic production methods:

— appear only in the list of ingredients as provided for in Di-
rective 79/112/EEC, as last amended by Directive 89/395/
EEC,

— clearly refer to only those ingredients obtained according to
the rules referred to in Article 6 or imported under the ar-
rangements laid down in Article 11;

(d)the ingredients and their relative levels appear in descending or-
der by weight in the list of ingredients;

(e)indications in the list of ingredients appear in the same colour
and with an identical size and style of lettering.

7. Detailed rules concerning the implementation of this Article may
be established according to the procedure laid down in Article 14.

M10

8. Limitative lists of the substances and products referred to in para-
graph 3 (b), (¢) and (d) and paragraph 5a (b), (d) and (e) shall be es-
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tablished in Annex VI, Sections A, B and C, according to the pro-

cedure laid down in Article 14.

Conditions of use and compositional requirements of these in-
gredients and substances may be specified.

Where a Member State considers that a product should be added
to the abovementioned lists or that amendments should be made there-
to, it shall ensure that a dossier giving the reasons for the inclusion or
the amendments is sent officially to the other Member States and the
Commission, which shall present it to the Committee referred to in Ar-
ticle 14.

MI10

9. For the calculation of the percentages referred to in paragraphs 3
and 6, the rules provided for in Articles 6 and 7 of Directive 79/112/
EEC shall be applied.

M15

10. In a product as referred to in Article 1 (1), paragraphs (a) and (b),
an ingredient obtained according to the rules laid down in Article 6
shall not be present together with the same ingredient not obtained

according to those rules.
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M10

11. Before 1 January 1999, the Commission shall review the provi-
sions of this Article and of Article 10 and submit any appropriate
proposals for their revision.
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